
The Climate Act and the New York State’s Plan To Be 
Carbon Neutral 

 
December 31, 2021 New York State released the “New York State Climate Action 
Council Draft Scoping Plan”, prepared in response to the Climate Leadership and 

Community Protection Act (CLCPA) adopted in 2019.  The goal of the plan is to reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and reduce New York State’s carbon footprint to 

near zero by 2050.  The plan is commendable, but the process in which this plan 
proposes to meet the lofty goals outlined is unaffordable, unrealistic and places an 
insurmountable burden on smaller communities, particularly in the rural upstate 

regions.  The foundation for implementation of the plan is based on “mandating” 
change rather than incentivizing and enabling change in an affordable and realistic 

manner over time. 
 
The CLCPA calls for a carbon neutral economy, mandating at least an 85% reduction 

in emissions below the 1990 levels.  This will be accomplished with a 40% reduction 
in emissions by 2030 and 100% zero-emissions from electricity by 2040.  To 

accomplish this the plan calls for 70% renewable electric production by 2030 with 
renewable energy defined as solar, wind and hydroelectric power sources.  The plan 
identifies eight (8) sectors of emissions of GHG: 

 
1. Buildings 

2. Transportation 
3. Electricity Generation 
4. Waste 

5. Industrial Processes and Product Use 
6. Agriculture  

7. Industry 
8. Fugitive Emissions 

 
The following four conversions are responsible for the majority of the reductions: 
 

1. Conversion of land travel to electric power vehicles 
2. Conversion of building heating to electric power utilities 

3. Conversion of the electric grid to renewable and zero emission sources  
4. Transformation of the solid waste management system  

 

To meet the plans lofty goals 1.8 million homes, need to convert to heat pumps 
retiring old heating systems by 2030 and approximately 3 million zero emission 

(electric) vehicles need to be sold by 2030.  To address the two largest GHG 
contributors, buildings and transportation sweeping mandates for conversion are 
required and are anticipated to go into effect beginning in 2024.   

 
As per Chapter 11 “Transportation” of the Plan the following mandates are being 

recommended: 
 



1. Provide direct rebates on zero emission vehicles supported by new fees on 
purchase of fossil fuel vehicles; 

2. Adopt mechanisms to discourage vehicle use and generate funds for public 
projects, including congestion pricing, variable cost parking, increased 

registration fees on carbon intensive vehicles, adoption of a per mile 
vehicle user fee system, and increase municipal use of special assessment 
districts to fund public transportation investments; 

3. Adopt California’s Advanced Clean Car 2 Regulations, expected to require one 
hundred percent light-duty zero emission vehicle sales by 2035; 

4. Adopt California Advanced Clean Truck Regulations requiring increase 
percentage of zero emissions Micro Hybrid Drives through 2035; 

5. Require use of zero emission vehicle equipment by state contractors; 

6.  Implement incentives and policies for businesses and localities for 
development located adjacent to public transportation services; 

7. Incorporate public transportation factors into economic development incentive 
programs; 

8. Update the Smart Growth Public Infrastructure Policy Act to avoid investment 

in infrastructure that would promote “sprawl.” 
 

The conversion that may have the largest impact on New Yorker’s daily activities is 
the conversion of building heating and appliances to all electric power. The Plan 

mandates new home construction beginning in 2024 will only be allowed to be served 
by electric utilities and starting in 2030 existing homes will be required to convert to 
electric utilities.  As per Chapter 12 “Buildings” of the Plan the following mandates 

are being recommended: 
 

1. “[M]aking energy-efficient improvements in all buildings, with the emphasis on 
improvements to building envelopes (air sealing, insulation, and replacing 
poorly performing windows) to reduce energy demand by 30 to 50%.” 

2. “[B]buildings to adopt smart controls, energy storage, and other load 
flexibility measures.” 

3. By “2023: adopt highly efficient state energy code for new construction 
(and additions and alterations as applicable) of residential and commercial 
buildings, to require highly insulated thermal performance and 

airtightness; electric readiness for space conditioning, hot water, cooking, 
and dryers, EV readiness when parking is provided, and solar where 

opportunity exists and is feasible.” 
4. By “2024: adopt all electric state codes that prohibit gas/oil equipment 

for space conditioning, hot water, cooking, and appliances in new construction 

of single-family and low rise residential (and additions and alterations as 
applicable).” 

5. By “2027: adopt all electric state codes that prohibit gas/oil equipment 
for space conditioning, hot water, cooking, and appliances for new construction 
of multifamily buildings over four stories and commercial buildings 

(and additions and alterations as applicable).” 
6.  By “2024: the PSC should prohibit utilities from providing new gas 

services to existing buildings.” 



7. By “2030: adopt zero emission standards that prohibit gas/oil 
replacements (at the end of useful life) of heating and cooling and hot 

water equipment for single-family homes and low-rise residential buildings 
up to 49 housing units.” 

8. By “2025: require owners of all single family and multifamily residential and 
commercial buildings to obtain and publicly disclose, as part of the sale or lease 
listing of a building…, the prior year energy consumption of the building… [And 

by] 2027: require owners of single – family buildings to obtain and disclose an 
energy performance rating (such as a home energy rating system index) as 

part of sale listing.” 
 

Chapter 15 “Agriculture and Forestry” calls for expanded programming to reduce 

methane and nitrous oxide and unlike other sectors this area is intended as a 
contributor to carbon reduction through sequestration and storage of carbon in 

forestry and agricultural practices.  Some of the recommendations in this section 
include: 
 

1. Identifying where forest management would provide the greatest benefits  
2. Prevent Forest Pests, Disease, and Invasive Species and Restore Degraded 

Forests.  
3. Maintain and Improve Sustainable Forest Management Practices and Mitigation 

Strategies – Develop best practices, invest in carbon research and implement 
carbon certification program. 

4. Create a New York Forest Carbon Bank 

5. Advance Alternative Manure Management 
6. Advance Precision Feed, Forage, and Herd Management 

7. Advanced Agricultural Nutrient Management 
8. Increase Adoption of Agroforestry 
9. Develop Agricultural Environmental Management Planning for Climate 

Mitigation and Adaptation 
10.Monitor and Benchmark Agricultural Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

11.Expand Markets for Sustainably Harvested Durable Wood Products – 
“especially as substitution for fossil fuel intensive products like steel, concrete, 
brick, or vinyl to reduce overall emissions for construction projects.” 

 
Many of the strategies identified in this section would call for expanded 

investments in Soil and Water Conservation Districts and “improved” 
agricultural and forestry practices.  The objectives are to both to reduce the carbon 
footprint of agriculture and forestry as well as increase the capacity of these 

industries to sequester and store carbon. 
 

Chapter 16 “Waste” identifies the need to “reduce emissions to achieve the required 
2030 GHG emission reductions, significant increased diversion from landfills as well 
as emissions monitoring and leak reduction will be needed.”  The CLCPA requires that 

to meet the GHG levels by 2050 a “dramatic shift in the way waste is managed, to 
the point that landfills are only used sparingly for specific waste streams and 

reduction and recycling are robust and ubiquitous.” Goals include: 
 



1. Organic Waste Reeducation and Recycling 
2. Waste Reduction, Reuse and Recycling – this would require a fee per ton of 

generated waste and legislation to make reusable/refillable options for 
consumer goods, phase out single use packaging, container deposits and 

expanded recycling collection. 
3. Extended Producer Responsibility/Product Stewardship 
4. Water Resource Recovery Facility Conversion 

5. Refrigerant Diversion – regulations to ban the sale of virgin high GWP for 
servicing with an exception for reclaimed refrigerants. 

6. Reduce Fugitive Emissions from Solid Waste Management facilities –landfill gas 
capture, enhanced landfill cover systems, maintenance and monitoring 
standards. 

7. Redcue Fugitive Emissions from Water Resource Recovery Facilities – Capture 
fugitive biogas, routine municipal contracted maintence services of home 

septic systems paid for by the homeowners and increased transition to 
municipal sewer. 

 

The Draft Scoping Plan estimates the net present value of direct costs from the low 
carbon plan relative to the current energy system for the period 2020 through 2050 

is $500 billion. The Draft Scoping Plan estimates the annual net direct costs from 
the low carbon plan relative to the current energy system is approximately $20 billion 

in 2030 and $70 billion by 2050. The plan estimates these costs will be offset by 
global benefits from reduced carbon emissions and public health improvements.  
However, the health benefits related to improved air quality and better health realized 

from walking or public transportation are only applicable in urban areas where air 
quality will be slightly improved (from clean to cleaner) and public transport and 

walkability to services is possible.  Therefore, the cost burden and impacts are 
absorbed by rural communities while urban areas receive the lions’ share of the 
benefits.    

 
At their April 13, 2022 meeting, the Delaware County Board of Supervisors adopted 

a resolution to provide the state with written comments that include concerns 
regarding the impacts these mandates will have on Delaware County residents.  
Although the idea of carbon neutrality is commendable, the mandates proposed along 

with the short timeframe to implement these changes will have adverse impacts on 
our rural communities.  We are supportive of environmentally friendly solutions to 

global matters, like climate change, however; we believe legislative actions need to 
realistic, affordable and in the best interest of Delaware County residents. 
 

To read the full plan and learn more about the CLCPA you can visit 
https://climate.ny.gov  The state is accepting public comments on the plan through 

June 10, 2022.  They can be submitted at: 
 
https://nyserda.seamlessdocs.com/f/DraftScopingComments or through a link 

provided at: 
https://climate.ny.gov/CAC-Meetings-and-Materials 

 

https://climate.ny.gov/
https://nyserda.seamlessdocs.com/f/DraftScopingComments
https://climate.ny.gov/CAC-Meetings-and-Materials

